
 

Medical Abbreviations 
 

I. Policy 

To ensure consistency in documentation regarding medical matters, the SHC staff 

should only use the approved abbreviations listed below. 

 

II. Approved Abbreviations



 

CBE  clinical breast exam COPD  chronic obstructive     

                        pulmonary disease 

CC  chief complaint, Counseling Center CT  cat scan 

CEPH  cephalic, cephalad, cephalosporins CTA  clear to auscultation  

CHF  congestive heart failure CTA&P  clear to auscultation and  

                        Percussion 

CHL  chlamydia CTS  carpal tunnel syndrome 

CL  chloride; chlorine CTA  clear to auscultation 

CK  creatine kinase CVA  cerebrovascular accident,  

                        costovertebral angle 

CMT               cervical motion tenderness CVAT             costovertebral angle 

tenderness 

CMV  cytomegalovirus CX  cervix 

CNS  central nervous system CXR  chest x-ray 

  

  

  

d/c  discharge/discontinue DT  delirium tremens 

DIP  distal interphalangeal DTaP  diphtheria-tetanus-acellular  

                        pertussis 

DKA  diabetic ketoacidosis DTP  diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis 

DM  diabetes DVT  deep venous thrombosis 

DNR  do not resuscitate Dx  diagnosis 

  

  

  

EAC



 

GLC  glucose GYN  gynecology/gynecological 

  

  

  

HA  headache HGB  hemoglobin 

HAV  hepatitis A HIV  human immunodeficiency                         

                        virus 

HBV  hepatitis B HPV  human papilloma virus 

Hct  hematocrit HR  heart rate 

HCV  hepatitis C HSM  hepatosplenomegaly 

HEENT  head, eyes, ears, nose, throat HSV  herpes simplex virus 

HEP A  hepatitis A HTN  hypertension 

HEP B  hepatitis B HX  history 

HEP C  hepatitis C  

  

  

  

I&D  incision and drainage IgA  immunoglobin A 

IBD  inflammatory bowel disease  IgG  immunoglobin G 

IB



 

  

  

M/G/R  murmur, gallop, rub MIN  minimum, minute 

MCG  microgram ML  milliliters 

MCH  mean corpuscular hemoglobin MMG  mammogram 

MCHC  mean corpuscular hemoglobin  

                        concentration 

MONO  mononucleosis 

MCP  metacarpophalangeal MRI  magnetic resonance imaging 

MCV  mean corpuscular volume MRSA  methicillin resistant staph       

                         aureus 

MED  medicine MS  multiple sclerosis 

mEq   milliequivalent MSSA  methicillin sensitive staph       

                         aureus 

MG  milligram MTP  metatarsophalangeal(s) 

MGF  maternal grandfather MVA  motor vehicle accident 

MGM  maternal grandmother MVC  motor vehicle crash 

MI 



 

PERRL        pupils equal round reactive to light                        PPD  purified protein derivative 

PERRLA        pupils equal round reactive to light                        

                        and accommodation 
PR  per rectum 

PGF  paternal grandfather PRN  as needed 

PGM  paternal grandmother PSH  past surgical history 

pH  hydrogen ion concentration PT  patient, physical therapy,    

                        prothrombin time 

PID  pelvic inflammatory disease PTSD  post-traumatic stress 

                        disorder 

PIP  proximal interphalangeal PTT  partial prothrombin time 

PMH  past medical history PVC                premature ventricular         

                        contraction 

PMHx  past medical history  

  

  

  

RA  rheumatoid arthritis RML  right middle lobe 

RAD  reactive airway disease RRR  regular, rate, rhythm 

RBC  red blood cell RUL  right upper lobe 



 

TIA  transient ischemic attack TX  treatment 
  

  



 

  number “4” (four) or “cc” (e.g. insulin) 

  



 

right, or both ears) 

 

O.S., O.D., O.U. 

(Latin abbreviation for left, 

right, or both eyes) 

 

AU for OU, etc.) 

T.I.W. 

(for three times a week) 

 

B.I.W. 

(for twice a week) 

Mistaken for three times a 

day or twice weekly resulting 

in an overdose 

Mistaken for two times a day 

or three time a week resulting 

in under dosing 

Write "3 times weekly" or 

"three times weekly" 

Write "2 


